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The Bata Shoe Museum’s Icons of Elegance Celebrates the 
Extraordinary in 20th Century Shoe Design 

 
 
TORONTO, ON, April 20th, 2005 – The Bata Shoe Museum presents the shoe designers who 
transformed 20th century footwear in its upcoming exhibition, Icons of Elegance: Influential Shoe 
Designers of the 20th Century. Opening to the public on Friday, September 23rd, 2005, this is the first 
time in North America that shoes with such significance in the history of design and Western culture have 
been brought together.  
 
Organized as part of the Museum’s 10th anniversary celebrations, Icons of Elegance reflects the spirit of a 
century of changing times. The designers featured rose to the pinnacle of the shoemaking craft by very 
different paths. Creativity and inspiration are common factors, but the results demonstrate an astonishing 
diversity.  
 
The elegant women’s footwear featured in this exhibition ranges from exquisite examples of handcrafted 
perfection to shoes that rival modern sculpture as artworks in their own right. Highlights include footwear 
created by the turn-of-the-20th-century shoemaker Pietro (also called Pierre) Yantorny, whose 
exceptional shoes took years to make and a fortune to acquire; the innovative and elegant shoes of mid-
century masters Salvatore Ferragamo and Roger Vivier, whose designs continue to impact fashion today; 
and the designs of contemporaries such as Manolo Blahnik and Christian Louboutin, whose celebrity 
status and chic footwear allow for an exploration into the role of fashion footwear in the construction of 
social identity. 
 
According to the exhibition’s curator, Elizabeth Semmelhack, “Of the myriad shoemakers creating 
footwear at any given time, only a few shoe designers capture the imagination. By focusing on celebrated 
20th century shoe designers and their work, Icons of Elegance seeks to unravel the threads of cultural 
influence that both inspired these shoemaking icons and, in turn, were transformed by their innovative 
designs. From art movements to popular cultural moments, the work of these visionaries has incorporated, 
reinterpreted, and influenced the world around them.” 
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Icons of Elegance features over 100 artifacts selected from both the Bata Shoe Museum’s collection and 
international collections. These include New York City’s Metropolitan Museum of Art, Fashion Institute 
of Technology, and the Charles Jourdan collection and the Musée de la Chaussure, both in Romans, 
France. Due to the delicate condition of certain of the artifacts, they will be changed every three months, 
thus providing an enhanced experience for repeat visitors.  
 
For this exhibition which celebrates design excellence, the Museum has retained award-winning firm 3rd 
UNCLE design inc as the exhibition designers. Surprising and intellectually engaging, Icons of Elegance 
celebrates the extraordinary. It is an essential exhibition for anyone interested in fashion, design, cultural 
and social history, and all who appreciate fine craftsmanship.  
 
There will be a media preview and gala party on Thursday, September 22nd, 2005, starting at 7:00 
pm. Icons of Elegance will be on display until Thursday, August 31st, 2006.  
 
This event has been financially assisted by the Ontario Cultural Attractions Fund, a program of the 
Government of Ontario through the Ministry of Culture, administered by the Ontario Cultural Attractions 
Fund Corporation. 

 
 
 
Sponsors of Icons of Elegance include FLARE, Holt Renfrew, The Fashion Group International® 
Toronto, Holman Exhibits and City of Toronto Economic Development.  
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About the Bata Shoe Museum 

The Bata Shoe Museum is a centre of knowledge about the role of footwear in the social and cultural life 
of humanity. The Museum’s growing international collection of over 12,000 objects touches on 4,500 
years of history. A varied programme of events and exhibitions lets visitors discover the stories behind 
footwear from many lands and cultures. 
 
Currently on exhibit: Appeasing the Spirits: Alaskan Coastal Cultures; Paths Across the Plains: 
Traditional Footwear from the Great Plains; Beads, Buckles and Bows: Four Hundred Years of 
Embellished Footwear; and All About Shoes: Footwear Through the Ages. Coming in September 2005: 
Icons of Elegance: Influential Shoe Designers of the 20th Century. 
 
The Bata Shoe Museum is located in downtown Toronto at 327 Bloor Street West, at the southwest 
corner of Bloor and St. George Streets. For more information about the Museum, please visit 
www.batashoemuseum.ca. 
 
 

  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 600
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 600
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages true
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth 8
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


